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SQUIRE SS=-100 CLUE

11-20-90, Well folks, I have some sad news, at least I think so.
After all the months of research and letter writing we were able to
establish the fact that our Squire's were made in Italy by
Intermeccanica and after many false starts we located their new
plant in Victoria, B.C. I had written a letter requesting
information on our cars and it was just returned stamped " No
longer at this address-No forwarding address" I picked up the phone
and called the number we had and it has been disconnected. DRAT!!!
I still have an acquaintance in Victoria, Wayne Scraba, who is an
automotive writer for Petersen's Publications (Hot Rod, Road &
Track, ect) and explained ocur predicament, asking that he check
around and see if any of the principals are still in town?

I'll have to wait till he replies but sometimes I get the feeling
that we're shoveling sand against the tide. More as it develops.

11-23-90, MORE sad news. Some weeks ago I called Bruce Erfer who
owns British Wire Wheel Co. in Santa Cruz, CA. He is the biggest
Dayton and Dunlop wire wheel dealer in the U.S., mabye the world.
I sent him one of the Squire knock=-off's that I thought had been
made by Dunlop at their plant in Calcutta, India, and asked him if
he could procure ear type's insted of the wrench type that we now
have? He returned my sample today with a cover letter that said
"Art, I truely tried but struck out! I did discover that Dunlop
made the wheels but DID NOT make the caps for the Squires. I've got
no ideas other than fabrication."™

Tell you what guys, I had investigated having the caps fabricated
before I contacted him and the cost is outasight. I have one more
idea. A friend of mine has an automotive machine shop and I'll
check with him and see if we can come up with simulated ear type
knock off's that we can put on the existing caps with some kind of
simple attachment. Will keep you informed.

12-3-90, How about some good news for a change? Attached are two
letter copies, one from me to Curt Scott at Specialty Cars and his
reply. We're off and running again. Have allready instituted an
inquiry to Frank Reisner and will pass along the results. Sure like
Curt's comment about Intermeccanica's quality. More later.

12-4-90, Nice, informative letter from John Fulton today and a copy
is attached. Will also include John's temporary address.

John M. Fulton

c/o Hotel Valleverde

via G. Lecpardi, 53

80038 Pomigliano D'Arco (NA)

Italy

John says the town is just South of Naples. Where in hell did I get
Venice? John, Lee Craft (Baltimore) told me on the phone the other
day that his girlfriend is from Italy and they are going to visit
her home next year. Hopefully, you two can get together?
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12-7-90, Speaking of Lee Craft, he calls me about once a week to

chit-chat and I keep meaning to ask him if his Squire seats adjust?
To explain, the seats in my car are on tracks that work perfectly
out of the car but when bolted to the floor you cant adjust them.
The metalwork under the upholstery is simply too wide for the floor
channel. I have been told that I have Mustang seats. Is that also
a problem for the rest of you? If there is a better seat that will
just drop in there and be adjustable, please tell me what kind it
is? However, if we are all having the same problem let me know and
I'll see if it's solveable without declaring bankruptcy. In just
glancing at it it, it looks like you could remove the upholstery
clips and cut, narrow and reweld the seat base metal and then re-
install the vinal cover. Would appreciate hearing from each of you
by phone or a note, OK? If it's a universal problem we can solve it
and do ancther "How-to" sketch.

12-8-90, BINGO !!! Wayne Scraba just called me from Canada with a
gcod phone number for Intermeccanica and I called them right back.
Talked to Paula Reisner (Who has a thick Italian accent) and she
said all her records were at her home but if I would write and
request what we wanted she would try and help us. A copy of the
letter is attached so keep your fingers crossed.

Think I'll go ahead and get this much in the mail to you fellows
and our little enclosed Christmas letter will have to serve as your
Christmas Card..

Merry Christmas to one and all and may we find the rest of the
Sguires next year !!!

!

-
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Dean Anrt,
Well I am neandy back in businens. Thia ia my thiad week
and I THINK I am oven the cultunal skock! I am atill in a loted

but will teke an apartment on Dec. fat. It ia aboutl aa large

as my Denven place but ia about $800 a month. fly typewniten

waa alightly damaged in tranait but managed to aurvive. I juat
got a transfoamer and {talian plug put on yeaterday. I will
send you my new address when I am there. It seema pretty fancy
as it ia in a high rise on the cornern of Via Roma and Via Alfa
Romeo. { can see the Alfa plant from my window. In the meantime
L{ you would like to write, I am encloaing a card fnon the
hotel which will accept my mail fonrever. Some of the guya uae
it aa a poat office box!

I am at Aenitalia wonking on the ficDonnell-Douglaa M-11
atnetch version fuselage. Theae jokens ane building that and
panta of the Boeing 767. They ane alao going into production
on several venaions of Airnbua and alao have a line of twin
tunboa called ATR.

The town ia Pomigliano D'Anco and ia about five miles South
of Naplea. I have been to Naplea and Sorrento. It seema that
the [ade of Capai ia not far and I fope to get into Rome oven
Chrnistmaas. Juat too much atress and expense to tay and make it
kome forn the holidaya.

I got off in a big nuak and packed all wrong. There ane
thinga in Denver and in Dallas. Some thinga I thought I brought
arne not here. I don't fknow L{ i le{t them on tﬁey got anatched
in tranait. Phonea hene are a two yean waiting liat end §2000
inateldation. I will give you my office numben aa it ia probably
the ondy one I will ever have. Dial: (int'l Opn) 39-81-845-2593.
That phone (4 on my deak. _

flany of the guya ane hene juat aa a atopover to gel into
the Cunopean boom. [i aeema to be growing evenyday.

Thinga ane not cheap hene. Gasoline ia $6.43 a gellon which

{ underatand is moatly taxea to keep them off the noad, but
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they juat keep on driving! Zlating out ia about double to
triple the States. You have tou dnink bottled waten and clothea =
dryera are unheard of. feating ia optional and I have HEARD
of ONE diakwanken! Gaa for cooking comes in bottles and I
auapect it fo be propane on butane. Theme ia veny little ice
and I have jual leaaned to do without. I will be gdad when
I get my own place and ataat cooking. Lunch ia the pita and
Fuat a matlern of aunvival. We eat at a corner ahop whick
{fixea sandwichea to ondern on nock hand bread. Very few thinga
are cooled, including Cokea and milk.

I expect to be back in the Stetea durning the month of
Auguat when they have a plant abutdown here. I would like
to {ly into Jenver and pick up my Sguine and put it somewhene.
That will depend a Lot on what my futune plana ane at the time.
I'1L juat have to sce what ia happening then. The Chryalen ia
with a friend in Dallas, but I don't think I want to leave the
Squine with them if I come back to ltaly.

float of the problema seem to be getting aolved aa time goea
by. Right now I am concerned about codections with a bank in
England whene I want an account to tranafer money to my bank
in Colorado. Right now I have three weeks pay {loating around
out there somewherebhich I would like to get undern control!
I don't even know whenre my mail ia. I aent in a card to hold
it and then another to forward it and I don't know thet any of
that haee happened ! I suppose that time will tell. I plan to
watte a foam lettern of explanation to all my creditersa. Since
my credit ia a0 good, [ centainly don't want to auin that.

Well Art, I auppose that ia about all I have for now. Aa
aoon aa I can get relaxed, I will look up Turin and sce what

~——

I can learn about Inteameccanica. I have met severald [taliana

Jokn . Fulton

here that may be eble to help ua out.

N
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Intermeccanica International, Inc.
3083 Grandview Highway
Vancouver, BC, Canada V5M 2E4
Attn: Frank & Paula Reisner

=7 = 2

o g 771933
Dear Mrs Reisner: i

After all these months of searching it was delightful to talk to
you today. The entire story of how we came to identify you as the
manufacturer of the Squire is a little more than I can get in one
letter but I'll give you an thumb-nail sketch.

I have been an active member of the Arizona Kit Car Club for
some time now. Last year, one of our members went to visit his
son in Arkansas and while there, found what he thought was a
completed Jaguar SS-100 kit. The car had been stored outdoors for
four years and was in pretty poor condtion. He made the man an
offer, bought the car, rented a trailer and hauled it home to
Arizona. Once he got the car home, he realized he had more in
repairs and restoration than he could handle so he called me to
see if I was interested? I took one look at the car and realized
it was something more than a slap-together-kit and purchased the
car on the spot.

The Title I recieved with the car said Reliant SS-100. I never
have figured where the "Reliant" came from. In the process of
rebuilding the car, a friend of mine called me and said he
thought there was one just like it, called a Squire SS-100, for
sale in Hemmings Motor News. I went to the Library, found the add
and contacted the man. He had allready sold the car (And has
since purchased another since he found some other owners) so I
ran an add myself in Hemmings and have found five more, one each
in San Francisco, Los Angeles, Philadelphia, Baltimore and
Denver. (The man in Denver has the car stored while he's on a
two year work assignment in Naples, Italy) We decided to form
this little owners group and started loocking for the history of
the car and other owners.

I wrote to both Mike Baranowski at Petersen's Kit Car (By the
way, he not be with that magazine after the 1lst. of the year) and
Bill Moore at Kit Car Illustrated, asking them to reproduce my
request for information about the Squire. They both did and of
all places, I recieved a reply from a fellow in Melbourne, Aust.
who reproduced a nine page article about your firm in the
Nov/Dec '86 issue of Hi-Performance Cars. Now, at least, we had a
name.

I started the painful search on your present location and all the
mail was returned. The phone number I had was disconnected and
information had no new listing. I was stumped!! I had written to
Curt Scott at Specialty Cars because he had asked me to inform
him on the manufacturer of the Squire if I found you. He keep's
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records on that sort of information. (You may wish to inform hinm
of the other cars you have been responsible for over the
years) .He wrote right back to say that he was really suprised
that Intermeccanica had been involved in the Squire SS-100 and he
gave me your current address but an incorrect phone number. I
asked my friend Wayne Scrabba, an automotive journalist who lives
in Vancouver, to look you up and the rest is history.

As you might suspect, our little group has many, many questions.
We are very serious about finding and maintaining the rest of the
Squires that the magazine article said numbered fifty? It is our
belief that the Squires will gain sharply in value with an
organized group of enthusiasts promoting them. If you would
search your records and reproduce anything that might be of
interest to our group we would be very grateful and would be
willing to pay any reasonable cost of reproduction. While you
made it clear on the phone that you and Mr Reisner were not
solely responsible for the production of the Squire, if you could
take to time to set down on paper your involvement with the car
it rill help me to compose some sort of factual history of the
Squire.

We are very curious to know more about Mr Felbin, the radio show
host from Phidelphia who was involved in the distribution, the
dealer in Lousiana and any other dealers that were involved. A
few of the many specific questions follow ~-

(A) Was an owners, or repair manual or wiring diagram ever
produced and if so, do you know of anyone who has a copy.?

(B) We have identified most of the Ford parts used but the front
torsion bars are a mystery. Does anyone have a drawing that can
be used for disassembly and repair? (The plastic or nylon
bushings are drying out and they "growl").

(C) The magazine article mentioned an Intermeccanica Owners Club
that was being formed. Did that group ever get off the ground?

(D) Do you have the name and address of any other Squire owners
we can contact, or have the names of people or orginizations who
MIGHT have contact with other Squire owners?

(E) The City, Company and any individuals in Italy that our man
there could contact seeking the same information?

The questions are endless but if you can give us this much we'll
have most of it behind us. I realize we are asking a good deal of

you but in return, our group will do our best to assure your
place in automotive history.
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Of a personal nature, my Squire is in the process of being
stripped down to the glass for repainting and most of the metal
will have tc be rechromed. The car, as purchased, was a mess. The
entire top, bows and all, was missing and I have replaced using
photos and a drawing by one of the other members. I hit a storm
drain rather hard and the motor fell out on the street. The motor
meunts cracked lcose from the frame. I removed the engine, beefed
up the frame and added a cross member just aft of the rise in the
oil pan. On inspection, every one of the other cars in the group
were cracked in the same place so I made a scale drawing showing
necessary addition of steel and welding and now all the rest are
being repaired.

None of us in the group have met. I would like to drive my car
East next Fall for a run with the New England Specialty Caxr Club
in Octcber and at that time will visit with the Eastern members.
If you have an interest, possibly those of us in the West could
make the trip to Vancouver?

I'll sign off for now and let me assure you, our dgroup Iis
awaiting your reply with keen interest.

Sincerely:

Art Stahl

11826 S. 51st. Street
Phoenix, AZ 85044
Area 602+8%3-9451

NG
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Flease excuse the form letten but afien o month of {rantic moving I felt that thin
in the beat method fo let people now where [ am and whet I am doing.

I left my apantment and stoned my {usniture and other thinga, ar well aa my Jag. in
Denver. I then drove to Dallas with a canload of other thinga which I left thexe along
with the othen can. 3

On Nov 2, I caught a flight to London and then on to Naplea, Italy. A skont train
nide took me to a wmall toun Seutt called Pomigliano D'Anco where I weponted to wonk
on Kov. 5¢4 at Aenitalia. 3

Aenitalia ia an aircrafi company which in building certain componenta fon Britinh
and U.5. aincnaft including Ainbua,” McDonneld-Douglas and Boeing. 1 am currently wosking
on the atnetch version of the MD-11. It ir a modenn factlity and I kave a window aeat
with e view of M. Vesuviua. We get paid in pounda Stealing whick exchangea to 52.177
Amenican and then to 1100 Line pen dodlan. fp/,ave to count my Line eack night to know
fow much money I have!

An for the toun it in veny crouded with both eutos and peo le. Tle atneets and
butddinga cutaide ane much like Mexico. However, the inaide o[P moat fomes cre elegant
and comfontable. I have been living in a zmall totel aince Nov 3 at $%7 per night and
plan to move inte a nice three bednoom apantment nean wosk on Dec (4t fon $727 a month.

ALl ceilings are ten feet end keating ir rare. I widl lave a clothes wasten, 6¢{t
dryers are not seen. I tave AEARD of one dintuenhen! I will be happy o atant cooking
again aa eating cut in double to taiple in cost to the States. flave not secn eny

menican food nea fad @ cup of coffee since arriving.

floit contnact people walk to work aa it would be foolinh to fave a cane fere. I fave
yet totaee one without lange denta. Flua, I think that Amenicans are not allowed to cun
one. lhey dnive and pank anywhere they want, including backwand and on aidewalka. I fave
aeen one signal light end one stop aign in the whole town. Gasoline ia $6.43 pen
gallon, yet the stneets ane packed with cara. They daive about 60 fifH in toun when they
fave a chance. One can elio see thaee piece auits riding scooters and bicycles! lFere
ane alzo Aorse drawn carta. ;

Ciganetter are $2.85 e pack in a tobacco ahop, but atolen ones can be fad on stneel
connera fon 52.00. fn aismail stemp to the Statea ia $/./8 end muat be punctased at a
tobacco ahop, when they have them, aa poat officea ane narely open. A letten to the
States takes seven to Zen daya.

Barking in e protlem here ar my salany comea faom a bank in éngland to my bank in
Colonade to avoid eld taxes. My aole aouace of zetting money in wniting pensonal checka
whick are accepted by a locel benk for e ceanring fee.

ficat vaten is not drinkeble, a0 all atomes canay 2 litre bottles of minenal vatenr.

fere ia veny little ice 20 I have leanned to do without.

I have 20 far been to Napler and Sorrento. Soon I must make plana {{oa Chaintmas aa
I will be ateying bere. If still hene, I may come homef?) the month of fugust ax the
plant alfuta douwn then. '

I fave met two Americen specking ltaliana who have offered to help me 2bop fon thinga
when I get moved. They will even drive me.

; %lji learned that a fniend of mine in coming to wonk Fere on Jan 7tk That will be a
ig Felp.

g Trains ane fast, cheap end regulan except when they fave a strike. flaven't tried the
uses yei. You cen walk enywhere tn toun.

A phore in out of the Guestion aa tlese ia a two year uaiting liat and a 52000
tratellation charge. ' _

[ fave fad to buy tranaformeas and plugs {on all the electnica I brought. Hothing
(.S. will wonrt here.” Trat will fave to be revenrsed when [ retuan.

Aa you may have getfered, it faa been very much of an onceal and niglt now my only
consulation (s getting in on the ground {loon of the Eunopean boom which akould lart for
many yeana.

It hea taken awhile to compose thia letten, so I will told it for e few days untid I
can include my new mailing addness. My only pkone widl a.lzmlga be at work.

Dial: 011-39- 1-3’£5-2593, Alvays rememben the vast time diffenence.

flaid: Viale Alpke, 10 Please allow thia to be my Chaisimas greeting fox
Aot X j2 [990. I am aure that I will zpend it fere alone.
5035’ Fomiglianc J'Azco

) . C:
;‘.gﬁéc Sincerely, (977

‘



